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ing crossed to the south side of the Arkansas River either above or below Arkansas Post. I captured a man who I believe belongs to Captain Nail's band of guerrillas. Mr. Mason, who lives at Mason's Mill, on Plum Bayou, informed me, after seeing him shot, he was a desperate guerrilla. I am now crossing my command over the river.
A. EESKINE, Colonel, Commanding Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry.
HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI,
New Orleans, La., June 15, 1804. Maj. Gen. W. S. ROSECRANS,
Comdg. Dept. of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo. : GENERAL : Your communication of the 29th ultimo has been received. The force in the Department of the Missouri is much smaller than I supposed, and I have to-day instructed General Steele to use the force in Arkansas to prevent, as far as possible, raids into Missouri, and to pursue raiding parties if they succeed in passing through his lines.
ED. R. S. CANBY, Major- General, Commanding.
HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI,
Natchez, Miss., June 15, 18C4. Maj. O. D. GREENE,
" Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept. of Missouri: SIR : I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of instructions just given to the inspector-general of your department, and forwarded to him direct, in accordance with orders from major-general commanding, in order to save time.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN M. WILSON, Capt. of Engineers and A. L G., Mil. Div. of West Miss.
[Inclosure.]
HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI,
Natchez, Miss., June 15, 1804. ASSISTANT INSPECTOR-GENERAL,
Department of Missouri :
SIR : The commanding general directs that you will immediately furnish "this office with such reports, statements, &c., as are necessary to exhibit fully the present actual condition of the troops of this command. In making your report you will specify fully the actual condition of each corps, division, brigade, and regiment of the command, embodying the reports of your assistants, being careful to recognize the fact that you are to report on everything that comes under your supervision in the line of your duty, without regard to rank. Your attention is particularly called to the cavalry, artillery, and supply departments and transportation serviee, both by land and water.
In the cavalry branch you will report as to its organization and efficiency, and the condition of each regiment in your command asup from Eed River, and he understood more were expected. Kirby Smith he understood was at Shreveport. General Price advised him to return via Napoleon, instead of Little Rock, as he was told that by that time Shelby had no doubt cut thethe condition of your troops, and whether the re-enforcements and supplies ordered to you have reached their destination. Has your transportation been.'fully replaced ? All the cavalry horses at Saint Louis Jiave been ordered to your department. General Washburn reports no rebels in Arkansas east of Jacksonport and, and will have them ready for anything. If, as is alleged, there are 15,000 to 20,000 men on the Mobile and Ohio Road, 12,000 of whom are mounted inen; it is an object to hold them there. Ourrce in North Missouri while the war lasts. That the district can be better commanded than by myself I am as well convinced as you are, and I should obey an order relieving me from this district with much cheerfulness, I assure you.
